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BIMCO CLAUSE  
 

ABOUT BIMCO 

BIMCO is an independent international shipping association founded in 1905, with a membership 

composed of ship owners, managers, brokers, agents and many other stakeholders with vested 

interests in the shipping industry. The association acts on behalf of its global membership to 

promote higher standards and greater harmony in regulatory matters. It is a catalyst for the 

development and promotion of fair and equitable international shipping policy. BIMCO is accredited 

as a Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO), holds observer status with a number of United Nations 

organs and is in close dialogue with maritime administrations, regulatory institutions and other 

stakeholders within the EU, the USA and Asia. The association provides one of the most 

comprehensive sources of practical shipping information and a broad range of advisory and 

consulting services to its members. More information at www.bimco.org 

 

BOTH-TO-BLAME COLLISION CLAUSE 

If the Vessel comes into collision with another ship as a result of the negligence of the other ship 

and any act, neglect or default of the Master, Mariner, Pilot or the servants of the Carrier in the 

navigation or in the management of the Vessel, the owners of the cargo carried hereunder will 

indemnify the Carrier against all loss or liability to the other or non- carrying ship or her Owners in 

so far as such loss or liability represents loss of, or damage to, or any claim whatsoever of the owners 

of said cargo, paid or payable by the other or non-carrying ship or her Owners to the owners of said 

cargo and set-off, recouped or recovered by the other or non-carrying ship or her Owners as part of 

their claim against the carrying Vessel or Carrier. The foregoing provisions shall also apply where 

the Owners, operators or those in charge of any ship or ships or objects other than, or in addition 

to, the colliding ships or objects are at fault in respect of a collision or contact. 

 

NEW JASON CLAUSE 

In the event of accident, danger, damage or disaster before or after the commencement of the 

voyage, resulting from any cause whatsoever, whether due to negligence or not, for which, or for 

the consequence of which, the Carrier is not responsible, by statute, contract or otherwise, the 

goods, Shippers, Consignees or owners of the goods shall contribute with the Carrier in general 

average to the payment of any sacrifices, losses or expenses of a general average nature that may 

be made or incurred and shall pay salvage and special charges incurred in respect of the goods. If a 

salving ship is owned or operated by the Carrier, salvage shall be paid for as fully as if the said salving 

ship or ships belonged to strangers. Such deposit as the Carrier or his agents may deem sufficient to 

cover the estimated contribution of the goods and any salvage and special charges thereon shall, if 

required, be made by the goods, Shippers, Consignees or owners of the goods to the Carrier before 

delivery. 

http://www.bimco.org/


  
 

 
 
2 

 

CLAUSE 73 - BIMCO INFECTIOUS OR CONTAGIOUS DISEASES CLAUSE FOR TIME CHARTER PARTIES 

2015 

(a) For the purposes of this Clause, the words: 

“Disease” means a highly infectious or contagious disease that is seriously harmful to humans. 

“Affected Area” means any port or place where there is a risk of exposure to the Vessel, crew or 

other persons on board to the Disease and/or to a risk of quarantine or other restrictions being 

imposed in connection with the Disease. 

(b) The Vessel shall not be obliged to proceed to or continue to or remain at any place which, in the 

reasonable judgement of the Master/Owners, is an Affected Area. 

(c) If the Owners decide in accordance with Sub-clause (b) that the Vessel shall not proceed or 

continue to an Affected Area they shall immediately notify the Charterers. 

(d) If the Vessel is at any place which the Master in his reasonable judgement considers to have 

become an Affected Area, the Vessel may leave immediately, with or without cargo on board, after 

notifying the Charterers. 

(e) In the event of Sub-clause (c) or (d) the Charterers shall be obliged, notwithstanding any other 

terms of this Charter Party, to issue alternative voyage orders. If the Charterers do not issue such 

alternative voyage orders within forty-eight (48) hours of receipt of the Owners’ notification, the 

Owners may discharge any cargo already on board at any port or place. The Vessel shall remain on 

hire throughout and the Charterers shall be responsible for all additional costs, expenses and 

liabilities incurred in connection with such orders/delivery of cargo. 

(f) In any event, the Owners shall not be obliged to load cargo or to sign, and the Charterers shall 

not allow or authorise the issue on the Owners’ behalf of, bills of lading, waybills or other documents 

evidencing contracts of carriage for any Affected Area. 

(g) The Charterers shall indemnify the Owners for any costs, expenses or liabilities incurred by the 

Owners, including claims from holders of bills of lading, as a consequence of the Vessel waiting for 

and/or complying with the alternative voyage orders. 

(h) If, notwithstanding Sub-clauses (b) to (f), the Vessel does proceed to or continue to or remain at 

an Affected Area: 

(i) The Owners shall notify the Charterers of their decision but the Owners shall not be deemed to 

have waived any of their rights under this Charter Party. 

(ii) The Owners shall endeavour to take such reasonable measures in relation to the Disease as may 

from time to time be recommended by the World Health Organisation. 

(iii) Any additional costs, expenses or liabilities whatsoever arising out of the Vessel visiting or having 

visited an Affected Area, including but not limited to screening, cleaning, fumigating and/or 

quarantining the Vessel and its crew, shall be for the Charterers' account and the Vessel shall remain 

on hire throughout.  
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(i) The Vessel shall have liberty to comply with all orders, directions, recommendations or advice of 

competent authorities and/or the Flag State of the Vessel in respect of arrival, routes, ports of call, 

destinations, discharge of cargo, delivery or in any other respect whatsoever relating to issues 

arising as a result of the Vessel being or having been ordered to an Affected Area. 

(j) If in compliance with this Clause anything is done or not done, such shall not be deemed a 

deviation, nor shall it be or give rise to an off-hire event, but shall be considered as due fulfilment 

of this Charter Party. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of this Clause and any implied 

or express provision of this Charter Party, this Clause shall prevail to the extent of such conflict, but 

no further. 

(k) The Charterers shall indemnify the Owners if after the currency of this Charter Party any delays, 

costs, expenses or liabilities whatsoever are incurred as a result of the Vessel having visited an 

Affected Area during the currency of this Charter Party. 

(l) The Charterers shall procure that this Clause shall be incorporated into all sub-charters and bills 

of lading, waybills or other documents evidencing contracts of carriage issued pursuant to this 

Charter Party. 

 

CLAUSE 74 - BIMCO COVID-19 CREW CHANGE CLAUSE FOR TIME CHARTER PARTIES 2020 

(a) In addition to any other right to deviate under this contract, the Vessel shall have liberty to 

deviate for crew changes if COVID-19-related restrictions prevent crew changes from being 

conducted at the ports or places to which the Vessel has been ordered or within the scheduled 

period of call. Any deviation under this clause shall not be deemed to be an infringement or breach 

of this contract, and Owners shall not be liable for any loss or damage resulting therefrom. 

(b) Owners shall exercise the right under subclause (a) above with due regard to Charterers’ 

interests and shall notify Charterers in writing as soon as reasonably possible of any intended 

deviation for crew changes purposes. 

(c) Charterers shall procure that subclause (a) shall be incorporated into any and all sub-charter 

parties, bills of lading, waybills or other documents evidencing contracts of carriage issued pursuant 

to this Charter Party. 

(d) During the period of such deviation the Vessel shall: 

(ii)* be off-hire and the cost of bunkers consumed shall be for Owners’ account. 

(e) While the Vessel is at the port of deviation all port charges, pilotage and other expenses arising 

out of such crew changes shall be for the Owners’ account. 
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